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Play Bridge in a welcoming and supportive environment. 

Dates for your diary 

Friday Night 4 October 
Upper Hutt Challenge 

 

Sunday Afternoon13 October  
In House Fun Tournament  

 

Labour Day 28 October  
Public Holiday bridge event  

 
 
 

 



 

 

Kia ora anō (hello again),  

I write this on a wild wet morning – but hey, Spring is  
here! The air is alive with whirring tuis gorging  
themselves on kowhai nectar, the magnolia trees are  
flowering and some days the weather is lovely! 

Winter 2024 is over. It was a good one for our Club. Your  
Committee has been beavering away on our new Constitution,  
some work on branding, organizing events, balancing the books,  
supporting our learners, and beginning to plan for 2025. 

Since I wrote, we’ve had lots of special events and success as a Club. Our  
Matariki event was well attended. And our Quiz night was a lot of fun, thanks  
Toni Kane! 

Our second learner group have finished their lessons–thanks AJ, and helpers  
Janet Paape, Toni Kane, Loek Strik and Doug O’Halloran. The solid group of 16 will graduate  
next Wednesday, 11 September. Well done to you all! 

Our first learner group is progressing well on Wednesday nights. I’m told that one of their number even 
put their partner into a GRAND SLAM–7C–which partner made!! Have YOU bid a grand slam yet?! 

I’ve heard excellent reports of our improver series with Kathryn and Paul Badcock–players are finding 
them very helpful. These are alternating Saturday mornings with AJ’s popular revision sessions. 

Last Saturday was our Intermediate Tournament–with 13 tables–and well attended by Hutt pairs. It was 
good to see our own Eleisha Hawkins take out the top prize with partner Walt Davis from Wellington 
Club, whilst Candice Ng and Ian Posseniskie, both Hutt players, were third. Congratulations to our prize 
winners, to all the Hutt players who played and a big thank you to Ruth Brucker, chief organiser, and all 
those who helped to make the day a success. The baking was DELICIOUS! 

Two of our Hutt teams continue to do well in the Wellington Regional Interclub series. Hutt teams are 
ahead in the Restricted Open (captained by Jeffry Craanen) and in the Junior (captained by Margaret 
Carter) sections. In the Wellington Regional Club Championships, our Hutt players took out first equal 
with Karori. Go Hutt! 

Coming up is our Monday night teams event. Open to all levels, and with Vil Gravis at the helm, it will be 
a learning opportunity for all participants. This starts on September 15. Get your team entry in quick. 

Friday 4 October is our annual Hutt: Upper Hutt challenge, this year hosted by Upper Hutt Bridge Club. 
All pairs are welcome to enter and help us win the Cup again! 

Also coming up is our In-House Fun Tournament on Sunday 13 October 1pm. This is a multi-grade 
tournament open to all. Entry is free for Juniors and Novices, sponsored by the Ron Fisher trust. This is a 
fun afternoon and a great tournament taster for newbies. 

Good luck to all those players heading along to the top New Zealand event “Congress” later this month at 
Mount Maunganui. 

Mā te wā (Until next time) 

Lesley 

 

News from the Committee 
          by President Lesley Haines 



 

 

 

      Winners on the day were Eleisha Hawkins & Walt Davis, Denise Barnett and Wayne Stechman were 
      runners up, and third were Candice Ng and Ian Possenniskie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

           
          

        

         

         

            

            
              

   

       
  

 

  

            
          

                
                

  

                   
    

   

           

       

               
             

                

                  

 

   

 

Around The Tables 
Over July and August, we have concentrated on our normal 
evenings, afternoon and interclub play. The special events we 
have had at the club were the Wellington Regional Clubs 
Championship and the Hutt Intermediate Tournament.  
Members have also participated in other Tournaments around 
the region. 

Are you watching the 
 Hand Timer 

                          

Ryman Healthcare  
Hutt Intermediate Tournament 

On Saturday 31 August we had 52 players compete over 26 boards in each of 
the two sessions. The event was well supported by a strong contingent of  
Intermediate players from our club and many other players from the Wellington  
region.  
Ryman Healthcare was our sponsor for the day and Debbie Komarkowski was on  
hand to present prizes on behalf of Ryman as well as providing heaps of sandwiches for  
the supper. You can see Debbie in all the prize giving photos. 
The enjoyable event was well managed by Ruth Brucker, Chris Jared was the scorer, and 
Colin Haywood was the director. Amongst the many volunteers helping at different stages  
of the day. One volunteer, Cecelia Henderson, who has just joined the  
club and is currently completing the lessons, helped for the entire day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We got a photo of 
Walt enjoying the pre-
prize giving drinks and 
supper but are still 
waiting for Eleisha’s 
acceptance speech to 
get a photo of her. 
You can see that 
Denise is telling us  
a funny story about 
her play on the day. 

The session prizes 
were taken out by 
Simon Webber 
and Marion 
Loader on the left 
and Grant and 
Stephanie Smith 
on the right 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

08 Sept     Wellington Sixes  
                  All Grades 
15 Sept     Victoria Junior 
                  /Intermediate Pairs 
16, 23,30 Sept 7,14, 21 Oct Monday  
                 Nights Team Ladder All Grades 
                  at Hutt Club 
19 Sept     Kapiti Horowhenua Area Pairs 7 Open      7 Open 
22 Sept     South Wairarapa Multigrade Pairs 
13 Oct       Hutt Club Multigrade Fun Tournament 
                  Playing with a Novice or Junior is encouraged 
                  Free entry for Novices and Juniors sponsored by 
                  by Ron Fisher Trust 
13 Oct       Paraparaumu Multigrade Pairs 
17 Oct       Kapiti Horowhenua Area Pairs 8 Open 
20 Oct       Kapi Mana Intermediate Pairs 
23 Oct       Poppy Roberts 5A Pairs Prelim 7 
28 Oct       Wellington Peter Benham Open pairs 
30 Oct       Poppy Roberts 5A Pairs Final1 
 3 Nov       Waikanae Junior Pairs  
 6 Nov       Poppy Roberts 5A Pairs Final 2 
10 Nov      Waikanae Intermediate Pairs  
13 Nov      Poppy Roberts 5A Pairs Final 3 
15 Nov      Loveblock NZ Wide Pairs Hutt Club 
17 Nov     Kapi Mana Intermediate/Junior Multigrade Pairs 
21 Nov     Kapiti Horowhenua Area Pairs 9 Open 
24 Nov     Masterton Multigrade Pairs 
14 Dec     Wellington Region Christmas Cheer Open 
27 Dec      Suzanne Duncan Memorial Pairs (3 Evenings) 

 

 

 

Upcoming  
Tournaments and 
Events 

Congratulations to our July & 
August 2024 series winners. 

July  
Monday Derwent Lee Pairs 
Candice Ng & Caryl Turner 
Tuesday R H Watson Memorial Pairs 
Robin Hill & Mary Rundle 
Wednesday Knights Pairs 
Ken Depczynzki & AJ 
Thursday “Do It All” Pairs 
Ren Davies & Angela Banks 
Friday Hegde Pairs 
Ian Possenniskie & Candice Ng 

August 
Monday Bob Scott Retirement Village               
Pairs 
Trish & Russell Dive 
Tuesday The Bridge Boys Pairs 
Peter & Dianna Snethledge 
Wednesday Wingate Pairs 
Angela Duthie & Genevieve Pronk 
Thursday Swiss Pairs 
Deidre Stallinger & Jeffrey Craanen  
Friday Arctic Pairs 

      

Facebook 
Remember to look and follow our 
Facebook page compiled by Janet Paape. 
It is full of current and future activity.  
Hop on, have a look, and click on follow. 
https://www.facebook.com/huttbridgeclub/ 

Be Nice Section (to ensure that we are a welcoming 
and supportive Club) 

NZ Bridge suggested the following “Dos” to foster a 
happy community, (we won’t worry about  

their “Don’ts” at the moment) 
  

Be warm and friendly, smiling and saying hello.  
Offer congratulations and good sportsmanship 

Volunteer your time at the club 
Offer to play with new players 

Support teachers by helping with lessons 
Acknowledge good play 
Be kind to your partner 

Be willing to improve and open to  
feedback from others 

Be respectful of the director 
 and the rules of the game  

and our club 

                      

https://www.facebook.com/huttbridgeclub/


MONDAY  
NIGHT  
TEAMS LADDER 

Monday nights, 7–10pm 

16, 23, 30 September 
7, 14, 21 October 
Director and discussion moderator: Vil Gravis 

Objective 
• To familiarise players with team’s play, from scoring to tactics, and to improve everyone’s bridge play. 
Format 
• One match per session of 16 boards. 
• Discussion covering any aspects of play during the session. 
• The first session will be randomly drawn, and then teams will be graded to form a ranking based on their 

score. 
Target audience 
• Juniors who want to improve their knowledge and play. 
• Intermediate/Open players who want to improve and expand on their methods and tactics and their 

general play. 
Teams 
• Get a full team and determine a captain. 
• The captain will be responsible for making sure everyone or at least a team turns up. 
• Substitutes may be found in exceptional circumstances. 
• Table money = $10 per person, per session. 
How to enter 
• Email: hbcmgr@huttbridgeclub.nz 
• Include the Team name and/or captain’s name. 
• Entries close 9 September. 

For more information 
• Email: hbcmgr@huttbridgeclub.nz 
• Phone: (04) 567 1058. 

 
 
 
 

A New Event 

Vil Gravis brings us a new Teams event for all comers 
to be held on Monday nights. Not only do you play, 
but you also get to discuss your hands afterwards  

Get a team together.  
We are hoping to attract some teams from other clubs 

 

mailto:hbcmgr@huttbridgeclub.nz
mailto:hbcmgr@huttbridgeclub.nz


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member  
Profile 
 

Steve Denholm 
I was born and raised in  
Napier by my mum, along  
with my younger sister Jill  
and brother Jim (my parents  
separated when I was 8 years old).  
I went to Te Awa School, Napier  
Intermediate, and Napier Boys High  
School where I was an average student.  
I wasn’t so bad at maths and book-keeping  
but had too many other failing subjects. I was better  
at swimming, surf-lifesaving, football and running. I left  
school at 18 and worked for Government Life Insurance (now  
Tower Insurance) then I went to Sydney for a year and had 10  
jobs in 10 months!  At 21, I came to Wellington and lived with my dad  
as I was offered a job as a trainee accountant with Government Life.  

I did heaps of running in my younger days. I must have been OK at it because  
in 1976 I ended up being the New Zealand 10,000 metre champion, following that  
up with getting second and third the next two years. I also won the 1979 Fletcher Marathon,  
and the Christchurch Marathon in 1981. I got my NZ Singlet and represented New Zealand in 1981  
in Singapore. I did other marathons overseas as well.  

Three or four months after moving to Wellington, I heard about a job where you get lots of days off and can 
sleep on the job – WOW! Along came my 46-year Fire Service career. The best thing about working at the 
Fire Service was the camaraderie and friendships that will carry on forever. These far outweigh the worst 
thing about working there – being woken in the middle of the night for a callout! As well as being a fireman, I 
also had a small window cleaning business which I still run. It’s my excuse for not going to the gym.  

While I was at the Fire Service, I also belonged to Wellington Scottish Harriers. I was going to a ‘Harriers do’ 
one night but got stood up at the last minute. My mate told me to ask the girl in the miniskirt I’d been eyeing 
up while I was window cleaning. She agreed, but later told her mother she was “never going out with that 
idiot again!” I’d turned up in my car that was too loud to talk in once the engine was going and had 
newspaper for carpet.  

Two weeks later, I made some excuse to call on her again and finally in 1975 we got married.  Glenda and I 
now live in Tirohanga. We have three boys – an electrician, a builder, and a painter – and a daughter who’s 
a hairdresser. We have five grandchildren and Chewy our Shih Tzu Poodle dog. 

Just before I retired, Glenda and I were walking on the Naenae firebreaks with friends Madeleine Askew and 
Phil Revell. I asked Phil about Bridge, and it all sounded OK, except for the bit about not talking. Anyway, 
here I am. I can’t help but talk – to myself in a whisper that you’re not supposed to hear – which I’m 
constantly reprimanded for. Bridge is my brain exercise since I don’t read books, and I needed more than 
Sudoku and KenKen in the Dom Post to keep my brain busy. I’ve met heaps of people too and enjoy the 
variety of people I meet over the bridge table. 

Compared to our late bridge friend, Mario Ceregra KSM (featured in a previous Finesse), it seems I have 
had a boring life, but I wouldn’t want it any other way. 

. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Omar Sharif’s Life in Bridge 

We recently got this book from Bruce  
Hoffeins’ book collection and AJ has  
been reading it and telling me how good  
it is so I thought that I would look it up on  
the internet and give you a summary. 

Omar Sharif, the legendary Egyptian actor is known for  
his roles in films like “Lawrence of Arabia” and  
“Doctor Zhivago,”but was also an avid bridge player. In 1967,  
Sharif formed the “Omar Sharif Bridge Circus,” which toured the  
world playing exhibition matches with and against some of the  
leading players of the time, showcasing its intellectual appeal and  
competitive spirit. 

Book Summary: 

“Omar Sharif’s Life in Bridge” is a fascinating account of the legendary actor Omar  
Sharif’s passion for the game of bridge. Written by Sharif himself, the book delves into his  
journey as a bridge player, his experiences at the table, and the impact the game had on his life. 
You tour the world with one of the bridge greats, see exciting hands and meet his stimulating friends  
and competitors 

Key Points from the book: 
The Bridge Enthusiast: Sharif was not only a renowned actor but also an avid bridge player. His love for 
the game extended beyond the silver screen. The book provides glimpses into how he balanced his 
acting career with his dedication to bridge. 
 
Bridge as a Social Connector: Sharif believed that bridge was more than just a card game; it was a way 
to connect with people. He played bridge with fellow actors, directors, and friends, forming lasting 
relationships through the game. 

Challenges and Triumphs: The book recounts Sharif’s experiences in high-stakes bridge tournaments, 
both the victories and the defeats. Sharif’s competitive spirit and determination to improve his game are 
central themes. 

Bridge as a Mental Exercise: Bridge requires strategic thinking, memory, and concentration. Sharif 
appreciated these mental challenges. His insights into the psychology of bridge and the thrill of outwitting 
opponents is intriguing. 

Legacy and Influence: Sharif’s impact on the bridge community extends beyond his fame as an actor. 
His contributions to bridge literature and his advocacy for the game likely feature prominently. He also 
wrote a forward to the book of his great friend Zia Mahhood which we reviewed earlier. 

Sharif once famously said, “Acting is my living, but bridge is my passion.” 

                                                                                        Written with the AI help of Microsoft Copilot 

Book Review 



 

   

   

 

 

 

 

  

     

             

    Do-It-All Building Services      

                             

And for our Fund Raising Raffle                BP 2Go Taita htt ps://map.bp.com/en-NZ/
taita/0DL27#:~:text=ON%20STATION%20LOCATOR-,BP%202go%20Taita,-1217%20High%20Street 

 
Finesse is a newsletter of the Hutt Bridge Club 
Address:1 Park Ave 
Phone:567 1058 
Email: manager@huttbridgeclub.nz 
Web:  hutt.bridge-club.org 
Editor: Doug O’Halloran 
 

Our Sponsors are an important part of the 
funding and support for our club. Please 
show your appreciation by considering their 
goods or services when you make a 
purchase. 

A new sponsor on the high street near the 
bridge club 

                           

Our Business Sponsors         
 

https://map.bp.com/en-NZ/NZ/gas-station/wellington/bp-2go-taita/0DL27#:%7E:text=ON%20STATION%20LOCATOR-,BP%202go%20Taita,-1217%20High%20Street
https://map.bp.com/en-NZ/NZ/gas-station/wellington/bp-2go-taita/0DL27#:%7E:text=ON%20STATION%20LOCATOR-,BP%202go%20Taita,-1217%20High%20Street
https://map.bp.com/en-NZ/NZ/gas-station/wellington/bp-2go-taita/0DL27#:%7E:text=ON%20STATION%20LOCATOR-,BP%202go%20Taita,-1217%20High%20Street
https://map.bp.com/en-NZ/NZ/gas-station/wellington/bp-2go-taita/0DL27#:%7E:text=ON%20STATION%20LOCATOR-,BP%202go%20Taita,-1217%20High%20Street
mailto:manager@huttbridgeclub.nz
http://www.hutt.bridge-club.org/
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